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with limelight as King Edward did when he
visited Agra,
After the Taj, there were other works of Shah
Jehan to be seen. He built the Palace Fort
and the Pearl Mosque. The latter was used
as a hospital during the Mutiny, and ever after
has been considered as desecrated, though it
remains a miracle of beauty. Finally, when
Shah Jehan was deprived of his throne by his
son Aurungzebe, he ended his days in the
Jasmine Tower, whence he could gaze down
the river to the Taj Mahal. All these monu-
ments proved of intense interest to the Prince
and Princess, but the time was not all holiday.
There was a statue of Queen Victoria to
unveil, and at the ceremony the Prince made
one of his usual pointed and sympathetic
speeches,
Hard by Agra is the curious " dead city "
of Fatehpur Sikri, built and then abandoned
by Akbar Khan. The Emperor was without
a male heir, and when the boon was at last
accorded him on the prayer of a hermit living
at Sikri, he determined to build a city round
the holy man's cell.
The Jamma Masjid, or Cathedral Mosque,
is one of the finest in the peninsula, and the
great gateway which opens into the square in
front of the mosque is a magnificent specimen